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Idaho LGBTQ Oral History Project 
This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
Name: John Thomas 
 
Biography: John Thomas was born in Boise in 1985. He identifies as a gay, white, Republican 
male. He graduated from Boise State University with an economics degree in 2009 and is 
working on a masters in business. Thomas grew up in a Catholic, conservative family. His 
parents divorced when he was 16 and his mom is a lesbian. His father and grandfather were both 
attorneys, and his grandfather was a prosecutor for the Boys of Boise in 1955. He identifies as 
Republican and conservative and supports gay marriage. Being gay does not define who he is as 
a person, and coming out allowed him to be gay and be himself. 
 
Keywords: gay, The Balcony, Boys of Boise, alcohol, conservative, Republican, Catholic, 
AIDS, sex, sports 
 
Interview date: December 2, 2011 
Interviewer: Jolee Thomsen 
Interview duration: 47:59 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
00:15  Introduction/birthplace 
00:36 Growing up 
01:38 Educational background 
01:48  Coming out/awareness of sexual identity 
02:20  Coming out story 
07:18  Family background/social class 
08:00 Finds out mother is lesbian 
08:45 Role in gay community 
10:30 Socialization of gay and straight individuals 
11:50 First sexual experience/perceptions and what was learned 
14:38  Gender/identity role definitions 
16:20 Political background/values 
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19:00 Gay rights/views 
21:00  Subcultures of gay community 
23:55 Role models within gay community 
29:30 Institutions/equal rights 
30:50 Drugs/alcohol problems 
32:00 Depression 
34:00 How coming out has changed his behavior 
36:26 If you could do life over what would you do differently? 
37:50 Future goals/career 
 
